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The Queen’s Commonwealth Day Message 2022
In this year of my Platinum Jubilee, it has given me pleasure to renew the promise I
made in 1947, that my life will always be devoted in service.
Today, it is rewarding to observe a modern, vibrant and connected Commonwealth
that combines a wealth of history and tradition with the great social, cultural and
technological advances of our time. That the Commonwealth stands ever taller is a
credit to all who have been involved.
We are nourished and sustained by our relationships and, throughout my life, I have
enjoyed the privilege of hearing what the relationships built across the great reach
and diversity of the Commonwealth have meant to people and communities.
Our family of nations continues to be a point of connection, cooperation and
friendship. It is a place to come together to pursue common goals and the common
good, providing everyone with the opportunity to serve and benefit. In these testing
times, it is my hope that you can draw strength and inspiration from what we share,
as we work together towards a healthy, sustainable and prosperous future for all.
And on this special day for our family - in a year that will include the Commonwealth
Heads of Government Meeting and the Commonwealth Games - I hope we can
deepen our resolve to support and serve one another, and endeavour to ensure the
Commonwealth remains an influential force for good in our world for many
generations to come.
Elizabeth R.
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Welcome

A warm welcome from the Royal Commonwealth Society to you all for joining us at
this annual celebration of the common values and the many personal connections
among our Commonwealth family.
This Commonwealth Day is a particularly special one, occurring in the Platinum
Jubilee year of Her Majesty The Queen, which marks her 70 years of dedication and
service to the Commonwealth family.
We have much to celebrate and be thankful for. In these challenging and uncertain
times, we have an even greater need to join together, in common cause, to uphold
the values of the Commonwealth, for the good of all. From protecting the forests
of the Commonwealth, to preserving its oceans, and enabling youth leadership and
social action to contribute to our communities, the Commonwealth’s
people-to-people links shine through and underscore the importance of this
network to promote the values that make for a better world. Throughout our
collective endeavours, we are all inspired by Her Majesty The Queen’s steadfast
commitment to service.
The Royal Commonwealth Society is honoured to organise this great occasion in the
Commonwealth calendar each year and is deeply grateful that the most constant
champion of the Commonwealth, Her Majesty The Queen, is our Patron, and for
the support of our partner in delivering this event, Westminster Abbey. Through her
commitment to this event, and that of her family, The Queen reminds us all of the
dedication required to serve great causes, and the Commonwealth of peoples and
nations in particular.
For this we do indeed celebrate and give heartfelt thanks.

Dr Linda Yueh
Chair, Royal Commonwealth Society
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The Commonwealth Service 2022
Organised by the Royal Commonwealth Society, the Commonwealth Service is the
world’s premier event to celebrate the Commonwealth of Nations and provides an
opportunity to focus attention on this voluntary association of 54 countries and their
commitment to promoting democracy, human rights, the rule of law and equality for
its 2.4 billion citizens.
In 1952, Her Majesty The Queen assumed the role of Head of the Commonwealth,
which was then an association of just eight members. Today, this network comprises
54 member states and The Queen’s extraordinary reign has seen her visit all but two
of these nations.
Known for her sense of duty and devotion to a life of service, The Queen has been
an important figurehead for the United Kingdom, Her Realms and the
Commonwealth during times of enormous social change. Public and voluntary
service is one of the most important elements of her work and The Queen has links,
as Royal Patron or President, with over 600 charities, military associations,
professional bodies and public service organisations, providing vital profile for the
work of these organisations and allowing their enormous achievements and
contributions to society to be recognised.
In 2022, this event will celebrate the 70 years of service and dedication that
The Queen has shown as Head of the Commonwealth and bring a focus to the
commencement of her Platinum Jubilee year.
Through stories of duty, service, and community, the reflections and performances
in this service will highlight the journey of The Queen’s first Commonwealth Tour in
1953, through to 1954.
The performances today will begin in the Caribbean and the Americas, where Her
Majesty’s tour began nearly 70 years ago, continuing on to the Pacific and Asia,
before concluding in Africa.
Our two speakers are, firstly, Elizabeth Kite, a Queen’s Young Leader and Royal
Commonwealth Society Associate Fellow from Tonga, named after The Queen,
who has dedicated herself to public service. An Address will be delivered by Lord
Bishop Sentamu, former Archbishop of York and an eminent member of the
Commonwealth diaspora in the UK. The final performance is the world premiere of
‘Beacon of Brightest Light’, composed by Debbie Wiseman OBE and performed by
British lyric soprano Nadine Benjamin and singers from across the Commonwealth.
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Speakers
(in order of appearance)
Elizabeth Kite is the Founding CEO of Take The Lead
Tonga, a non-government organisation that educates,
equips and empowers vulnerable and under-represented
individuals and groups in Tonga to lead and be catalysts
of positive change within their communities. Elizabeth
has 10 years of experience working with different charities
and non-government organisations tackling issues around
people living with disabilities, gender equality, and
climate change. From 2018 - 2021, she was also the
Pacific Regional Representative to the Commonwealth
Youth Council.
The Right Honourable Boris Johnson MP became Prime
Minister on 24th July 2019. He was previously Foreign
Secretary from 13th July 2016 to 9th July 2018. He was
elected Conservative MP for Uxbridge and South Ruislip
in May 2015. Previously he was the MP for Henley from
June 2001 to June 2008.
Lord Bishop John Tucker Mugabi Sentamu, former
Archbishop of York, studied theology at the University
of Cambridge and was ordained into the Church of
Uganda, by the Church of England. His mission-centred
ministry focussed on social justice. He served on the
Stephen Lawrence Enquiry; chaired the Damilola
Taylor Murder Review and participates in House of Lords
debates on poverty, racism and social justice issues. As
Archbishop, he set up two charities: Acts 435, serving
those in need, and The Youth Trust, for young leadership.
He has served as university chancellor and holds honorary
Doctorates from universities in this and other countries.
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The Right Honourable Patricia Scotland QC took office
as Secretary-General of the Commonwealth in April 2016.
She serves the 54 governments and 2.4 billion citizens of
the Commonwealth. Born in Dominica, she moved to the
UK at an early age. A lawyer, she became both the
youngest and first black woman to be appointed Queen’s
Counsel. She is the only woman since the post was
created in 1315 to be Attorney General for England and
Wales.

Performers
(in order of appearance)

The Melodians Steel Orchestra are a South London
based steel orchestra. Since its formation in October 1987
by Terry Noel, the award-winning Melodians Steel
Orchestra has provided opportunities for young people
from varied social and racial backgrounds to develop
musical skills, techniques, and a wide repertoire including
classical, modern, calypso, pop, and jazz compositions.
Terry Noel was awarded an MBE in 2015 for his
contribution to music. The Melodians Steel Orchestra has
travelled to and performed in 33 countries around the
world as well as many locations throughout the UK.

The London Youth Chamber Choir (LYCC) is part of
The London Youth Choirs (LYC), a family of choirs for all
young Londoners. It is made up of six central and two
regional choirs for young people from every London
borough. The LYCC represents the culmination of the
exceptional training offered to members on their LYC
journey, and is a 24-voice mixed choir for young people
aged 16 to 23. LYCC members are among London’s most
advanced choral singers, capable of tackling the most
challenging and varied repertoire. Extra tuition and
opportunities provide the richest possible musical
experience and a gateway to early professional
music-making for those interested in this path.

The Choir of Westminster Abbey is the Abbey’s
world-famous choir of boys and men which plays a
central role both in the daily choral services in the Abbey
and in the many royal, state, and national occasions which
take place here. In addition, the choir’s schedule includes
a wide range of high-profile recordings, broadcasts,
concerts and overseas tours. All the choristers are
educated at the Abbey’s unique residential Choir School.
Auditions take place throughout the year, and enquiries
are welcome at any time.
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Caribbean and the Americas
Mica Paris is a British singer, presenter, broadcaster and
actor. She is one of the UK’s finest and most respected
singers with a long career of hit singles and albums
marking her out as the undisputed British Queen of Soul.
Mica is the official Ambassador for Centrepoint and is
spearheading the latest new Independent Living
Programme initiative. She is also an Ambassador for the
Amy Winehouse Foundation and Music Ambassador for
The Willow Foundation. Mica was appointed Member of
the Order of the British Empire (MBE) in the 2020 Birthday
Honours for services to music, entertainment and charity.

Pacific
Whānau London Voices is an ensemble of established opera singers from

Aotearoa New Zealand. The group was formed in 2020 in response to the
pandemic. Their first major project was a highly acclaimed live-streamed concert of
NZ / Maori / Pasifika songs from the Royal Albert Hall in November 2020. Performers
from the ensemble today include:

Aivale Cole is a New Zealand soprano who is currently
based in London. Aivale studied classical singing in New
Zealand and Australia and has performed around the
world singing opera and jazz. Aivale has performed in
various productions including the London Grimeborn
Festival.

Clinton Fung is a Malaysian-born baritone, twice
nominated for the New Zealand National Young
Performer of the Year Award and has a long association
with New Zealand Opera. He has performed in
world-renowned venues such as the Royal Albert Hall
(UK), Walt Disney Concert Hall (LA), Kiri Te Kanawa
Theatre (NZ), and many more.
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Julien Van Mellaerts is a New Zealand baritone who
graduated with the Tagore Gold Medal from the Royal
College of Music (RCM). In January 2021, Julien was
invited to join the staff of the RCM to teach English
Song. He has won numerous international competitions
and represented New Zealand in ‘BBC Cardiff Singer of
the World 2019’. His debut album ‘Songs of Travel and
Home’ was recently released on Champs Hill to critical
acclaim.

Kieran Rayner is a London-based Kiwi baritone. A
graduate of the Royal College of Music, he is currently
a Britten Pears Young Artist. Highlights include principal
roles with Garsington Opera, Longborough Festival
Opera, English Touring Opera and Verbier. A
multi-award-winning artist Kieran has performed solo at
the Royal Albert Hall and Buckingham Palace, as well as
across Europe, Asia, and the Pacific Islands.

Sophie Sparrow is a New Zealand soprano who is
studying at the Royal Academy Opera with Kate
Paterson, Marcus van den Akker, and Jonathan Papp.
She holds a Master of Performance (Distinction) from the
Guildhall School of Music and Drama. Opera roles and
scenes include Tytania in ‘A Midsummer Night’s Dream’,
Nella in ‘Gianni Schicchi’, and Belinda/First Witch in ‘Dido
and Aeneas’.
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Asia
‘Over the Moon’ is a collaboration between poet Imtiaz Dharker and virtuoso
sitarist Jasdeep Singh Degun.
“One thing that has crossed from country to country throughout the Commonwealth
is the English language. All language is wealth and when language is shared it is like
sharing food, it opens a way into the heart. There is one phrase in particular that has
been carried across the world. The first part of this poem is made up of things that
people actually said on the news.”
Imtiaz Dharker

Imtiaz Dharker is a poet, artist, and video filmmaker.
Awarded The Queen’s Gold Medal for Poetry in 2014, her
six collections include 'Over the Moon' and her latest,
'Luck Is the Hook', with poems featured widely on
radio and television, as well as the London Underground,
Glasgow billboards and Mumbai buses. “Reading her,
one feels that were there to be a World Laureate, Imtiaz
Dharker would be the only candidate.” Carol Ann Duffy

Jasdeep Singh Degun is breaking down cultural
boundaries with his extraordinary artistry and new
approach to composition. A virtuoso sitarist, he brings a
new energy and vision to both Indian classical and
contemporary classical music. Having learned under the
careful guidance of Ustad Dharambir Singh MBE,
Jasdeep has performed in many high-profile productions
and prestigious venues internationally. Jasdeep was
recently signed to Real World Records and will be
releasing his debut album ‘Anomaly’ in Spring 2022.
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Africa
Having first collaborated in 2014, Emeli Sandé and the London African Gospel Choir
(LAGC) have come together once again to create a unique celebration of Africa’s
wonderful singing traditions.
Today, the LAGC will begin by singing ‘Molweni’, before joining with Emeli to sing
‘Brighter Days’. ‘Molweni’ simply means ‘Hello’, but the message of the song is one
of unity and inclusion - translating the greeting into five languages. Together these
songs share a message of hope and unity for the future.

Emeli Sandé’s debut album ‘Our Version of Events’,
which sold over 5.4 million copies to date, was the UK’s
biggest selling album in 2012, the second biggest of
2013, and certified platinum eight times in the UK and
Ireland. With 19 million singles sold including 3 x UK
No. 1 singles, 6 million albums and four BRIT awards
(including Best Female twice), Emeli received an MBE for
Services to Music in 2018 and in July 2019 she became
the University of Sunderland’s Chancellor. She recently
announced that her forthcoming album ‘Let’s Say For
Instance’ will be released on 6th May 2022 by Chrysalis
Records.
The London African Gospel Choir were founded in 2002
as a platform of excellence for people from across the
African diaspora. Their aim is to promote the African
gospel experience and to share its transformative power
with global audiences. With members from South Africa,
Sierra Leone, Nigeria, Ivory Coast, Guadeloupe, Uganda
and more, the common denominator is their love of God
and their love of music.
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Celebrating 70 Years of Service
'Beacon of Brightest Light'
Music composed by Debbie Wiseman OBE
This anthem was inspired by Her Majesty The Queen’s Platinum Jubilee. Young
leaders from The Queen’s Commonwealth Trust and the Royal Commonwealth
Society wrote poems and sentiments about The Queen, which were collated into a
lyric and set to music by Debbie Wiseman. Today is the world premiere performance
of the piece, performed by lyric soprano Nadine Benjamin. Conducted by Debbie
Wiseman, the performance also includes singers from across the Commonwealth.
Pianist: Oli Jackson.
Debbie Wiseman OBE is one of the UK’s most successful
female music ambassadors. Debbie has composed over
200 scores for film and television including ‘Wolf Hall’,
‘Wilde’ and ‘Father Brown’. She is currently Classic FM’s
Composer in Residence. Debbie’s most recent release,
‘The Music of Kings and Queens’, an album to mark the
Queen’s 95th birthday, went straight to number 1 in the
UK Classical Chart. In the Queen’s Birthday Honours List
2018 Debbie was appointed OBE for services to music.

Nadine Benjamin is a British lyric soprano. She is a
charismatic and versatile artist who is in increasing demand
on both the operatic stage and the concert platform.
Nadine made her Royal Opera House debut in 2020 in ‘A
New Dark Age’, and her Glyndebourne debut in 2021 in
the title-role ‘Luisa Miller’. Engagements elsewhere have
included Clara in ‘Porgy & Bess’, Musetta and Mimi in
‘LaBohème’ for English National Opera and the title role
‘Aida’ for Birmingham Opera Company.

Tim Honwar was born in Canada and has lived in the UK
since 2001. He has played lead roles on Broadway, all the
States, Canada and Europe, most recently playing The
American in ‘Chess’ at the ENO and ‘The Phantom’ at
Her Majesty’s Theatre. He is the lead singer with the band
‘Mike and the Mechanics’.
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Kirby Hughes is from Australia. She graduated from the
Royal Academy of Music and was awarded the BBC
Performing Arts Bursary. Kirby has appeared in numerous
musicals including ‘From Here to Eternity’, ‘Flashdance’,
‘Crazy For You’, ‘Damsel in Distress’, ‘White Christmas’,
‘Me and My Girl’, ‘Jesus Christ Superstar’, ‘Annie’ and
‘Ordinary Days’.
Stephanie Marion is from New Zealand. She worked in
Melbourne, Australia for 10 years after earning her
Bachelor of Performing Arts and being awarded the
Degree Prize Scholarship from the National Academy of
Singing and Dramatic Art in New Zealand. Stephanie’s
credits include ‘Memphis The Musical’, ‘Bare’ and ‘21
Chump Street’.

Emma May has Ghanaian heritage. She has toured the UK
and Europe playing Diana Ross with the ‘Magic of
Motown’ show. She has worked as a backing vocalist for
artists including Imelda May, Michael Ball, Alfie Boe,
Lenny Henry and contestants on TV shows ‘The X Factor’
and ‘Britain’s Got Talent’.

Sejal Keshwala is a British-Indian singer. Credits include
‘Everybody’s Talking About Jamie’, ‘Rogue Symphony’,
‘Destiny’s Child’, ‘Fugees and Kanye’, ‘Big Night of
Musicals’, ‘Bernstein’s Mass’, ‘Sunset Boulevard’, ‘Feel
Super’ for the Marie Curie Campaign and backing vocals
for Keala Settle, Kimberley Walsh, Jamie Cullum, Sophie
Ellis Bexter and The Feeling.

Arabella Rodrigo has English/Sri Lankan heritage. Her
singing career has seen her perform worldwide. Recently,
Arabella has performed on ‘BBC Songs of Praise’ and ‘BBC
Lent Worship’. She tours the UK with the theatre show
‘Back To Bacharach’ and recorded vocals for the Oscar
winning ‘Black Panther’ soundtrack.
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With thanks to
The Royal Commonwealth Society is grateful to the following organisations for their
support of this year’s Commonwealth Service:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Association of Commonwealth Universities
Association of International Accountants
Birmingham Organising Committee for the 2022 Commonwealth Games Ltd
British and Commonwealth Chamber of Commerce in Finland
Commonwealth Association of Architects
Commonwealth Countries League
Commonwealth Games Federation
Commonwealth Foundation
Commonwealth Heritage Forum
Commonwealth Lawyers Association
Commonwealth Local Government Forum
Commonwealth Parliamentary Association
Commonwealth Parliamentary Association UK
Commonwealth Secretariat
Corona Worldwide
English-Speaking Union
Foreign, Commonwealth and Development Office
Girlguiding
Goodenough College
Institute of Certified Bookkeepers
Metropolitan Police
National Association of Flower Arrangement Societies
Pacific Islands Society of the United Kingdom and Ireland
Rotary International
Royal Over-Seas League
The Queen’s Commonwealth Trust
The Victoria League for Commonwealth Friendship

We would also like to offer our heartfelt thanks to the Dean and Chapter of
Westminster for their continuing and generous support of the delivery of the
Commonwealth Service.
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A WEST
MIDLANDS
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28 JULY – 8 AUGUST 2022
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